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Reviews 


American Foundations and Their Fields, 
7th ed. By Wilmer Shields Rich. New 
York, American Foundations Infor- 
mation Service, Sponsored by Ray- 
mond Rich Associates and Marts and 
Lundy, Inc., 1955. xlvii, 744p. 24cm. 
linen $35. 


This seventh edition of American 
Foundations is quite different from the 
sixth edition of 1948 which was the first 
edition to be reviewed in the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin (see April 1948 and 
October 1949 Bulletins). Earlier studies 
were published by The Twentieth Cen- 
tury Fund 1931 to 1935, and by Ray- 
mond Rich Associates in 1939, 1942 and 
1948. The seventh edition gives data on 
4162 philanthropic foundations and 
trusts while the sixth edition listed 899 
foundations. Of these, 263 have hot been 
brought over into the new edition (at 
least not under the same name) prob- 
ably largely because of the change in 
specifications for inclusion. 

This edition, according to the author, 
confines coverage to “the foundation 

. which is a nonprofit, legal entity 


having a principal fund of its own, or 
receiving the charitable contributions 
of a living founder or founders, which 
is governed by its own trustees or di 
rectors and which has been established 
to serve the welfare of mankind. Foun 
dations of various legal forms are cov- 
ered, including those bearing a wide 
variety of other names such as fund, 
trust, endowment, corporation, associa 
tion, society. . . . Although they are 
foundations in the broadest sense, en- 
dowed educational and religious insti 
tutions are for obvious reasons not con 
sidered to be within the specifications. 
... ‘foundations’ of the following types 
have also been excluded: Foundations 
which solicit or appeal for endowment 
or operating funds. . Foundations 
which have been created for the benefit 
of a single institution or group... . 
Foundations which are not only domi- 
ciled at an institution but are actually 
a part of it, the funds being controlled 
by the institution’s trustees. .. . Foun 
dations whose activities are restricted 
to the furnishing of a clinical or other 
community service.” 

The change in specifications excludes’ 
from this edition the National Research 
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Council, which probably had the long 
est article devoted to a single founda- 
tion in the sixth edition, the National 
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, the 
Alan Hancock Foundation and many 
others listed in the sixth edition. Ca- 
nadian foundations have also been with- 
drawn from this edition, because, ac- 
cording to the author, “the number of 
such descriptions would have been too 
smal! to reflect a correct picture of the 
foundation movement in Canada.” 

One of the three appendices to the 
seventh edition is devoted to an expla 
nation of the method of research used 
in compiling this edition; the others 
contain suggestions for filing an appli 
cation to a foundation and sample legal 
documents showing how foundations 
are organized. By the 1950 Revenue Act 
the balance sheets of private founda- 
tions and trusts were made available 
for public inspection, thus enlarging the 
methods used in all previous surveys 
of foundations. The extensiveness of 
this new information made necessary 
photographic transcriptions of records 
from their source in each state. As for 
merly, all foundations were solicited 
for information by letter. The seventh 
edition, according to the author, in 
cludes 4162 foundations (of which 1214 
furnished information) out of 6152 
foundations examined from a possible 
7300 foundations in existence. The lat- 
ter figure allows for foundations which 


have not operated for twelve months 
and for which returns had not yet been 
filed with the Internal Revenue Office. 
Entries for some states close with a list 
of the state foundations which “have 
ceased functioning.” 

The main body of the work is an 
alphabetical arrangement by state; un 
der each state the foundations of that 
state are listed alphabetically by name, 
with descriptive under 
each. Information usually includes ad 
dress, statement about establishment, 
and financial data. Sometimes names of 


information 


donors, purpose, and names of officers 
or trustees are included. For 435 foun 
dations in the sixth edition (about half 
of those listed) only the name and ad 
dress were given. In the seventh edi- 
tion no foundation is included about 
which so little is known. However, al 
though the articles are more uniform in 
the seventh edition, the 
amount of information for a 
foundation has not been increased and 
the form has not been changed. State 
ments of purpose and methods, where 


maximum 
single 


reported, are still taken from official 
organs or statements; since these are 
couched in terms common to such docu 
ments, they are not as helpful as the 
user might wish. 

The seventh edition contains two in 
dexes: Index of Foundation Names, 
with foundation names alphabetically 
arranged and numbered consecutively 
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1-4289, giving page references to main 
text; Index of Fields, an index by 
rather broad subjects, e.g., aesthetics, 
fellowships and scholarships, hospitals, 
which refers the searcher to the Index 
of Foundation Names for the names of 
the desired field and 
main text for informa 


foundations in 
thence to the 
tion on the organization. There are oc 
casional cross references in both in 
dexes. 

The Index of Fields seems to be the 
most inadequate feature of the book. 
The subject references in this index re 
main unnecessarily broad; for example, 
260 foundations are li ted under chil- 
dren and 750 foundations under social 
welfare. The statement from the review 
of the sixth edition remains true: “Since 
one of the greatest uses of the publica- 
tion has been made by people search- 
ing for sources of possible grants and 
fellowships by rather minute subject 
field, it is regrettable that the index to 
the present edition will fail them in 
many cases and necessitate the reading 
of many pages to find essential infor- 
mation.” 

The extensive Introduction includes 
statistical tables on geographical dis- 
tribution, grants, ex- 
penditures, subjects, etc., which should 


donors, assets, 
be useful to anyone interested in the 
of foundations. Ac 
the book 


of foundation fi 


vastness 
the 


“analysis 


current 
cording to prospectus, 
gives an 
nances and methods based on Ameri 
can Foundations Information Service's 
continuing survey of the foundation 
field, currently representing $4,700,000, 
000 in assets and $308,000,000 in annual 
giving.” 

The choice of alphabetical arrange 
ment by state over the somewhat arbi 
trary division of five groups by kind of 
foundation in the sixth edition seems 
to be an improvement largely because 


it eliminates the necessity of cross ref 
erences and duplication of listings un 
der the main entry. The statement ap 
pearing at the end of each state should 
not be overlooked: “Please use this di 
rectory selectively—not as a list.” 

The book is well printed, with good 
type and margins, using a two column 
page. The green linen binding is rein 
forced, and is adequate. 

Libraries with limited funds may find 
the the 
foundations in encyclopedias and year 
adequate for their 
However, although $35 may seem pro 
hibitive, the extensiveness of the list 
ings makes it necessary for most li 
this 


material on more important 


books purposes 


braries to consider purchasing 
book. Although the unsatisfactory sub 
ject index will continue to handicap 
users, for all libraries requiring up-to 
date and extensive information in this 
field, American Foundations and Their 
Fields, seventh edition, is recommended. 


Cosmopolitan World Atlas, Centennial 
Edition. Chicago, Rand McNally & 
Co., [c1955|. xxxii, 202, 173p. illus 
maps. tables. 36.5em. buckram $13.95; 
to schools and libraries, 20-per cent 
discount. 


The Centennial Edition of the Cosmo 
politan World Atlas was published to 
commemorate the founding of the Rand 
McNally company. The first edition of 
the atlas, which was published in 
1949, was reviewed in the April 1950 
issue of Subscription Books Bulletin. 
The second edition was published in 
1951 but not reviewed in the Bulletin. 

The atlas contains 117 pages of col 
ored political maps of countries and 
regions of the world. Of these approxi 
mately 55 per cent pertain to the North 
American continent and 45 per cent to 
the rest of the world. The Cosmopolitan 
is a medium-sized atlas the map page 
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area of which is approximately 9 inches 
by 12 inches. A continental map intro- 
duces a series of regional maps. The 
policy followed in presenting the maps 
of Europe, South America, Asia, Af- 
rica and Australia is to have each map 
on the same scale or in even multiples 
of the others. Thus the map of Northern 
Italy is on a seale of 1: 2,000,000 and the 
map of Europe is 1:16,000,000. Colors 
are used to distinguish political units, 
hachuring shows elevation and a red 
line indicates railroads. Roads are not 
shown. Inset maps on a larger scale 
show congested city areas in greater de 
tail. A small outline map at the top cor- 
ner of each page relates the region to 
the continental area. The place names 
are easily read on all the background 
colors used. 

The maps are on the whole the same 
as those published in the second edi 
tion, but at least nine of them did not 
appear in the first edition. For the most 
part, these improve features criticized 
in the first edition; e.g., a full-page map 
of Newfoundland has been provided, the 
scale for the maps of Scotland and Ire- 
land increased, and hachuring added to 
the maps of China and India. The maps 
are up to date, showing Newfoundland 
as a province of Canada and the post- 
war Polish-German border. Whenever 
political events have necessitated a 
change, as in the case of Korea, the 
1951 edition map has been revised. The 
border between North and South Korea 
is shown. 

One new 16-page section of physical 
maps of the world has been added in 
the Centennial Edition. For each con- 
tinent and for the United States, a full 
page 10 by 14 inch relief map faces a 
page of four smaller maps which are 
rainfall, vegetation, 
of population and _ political 
boundaries. 


colored to show 
density 


Another entirely new feature is the 
12-page section on places of interest in 
the United States. There are brief para 
graphs on the outstanding cities, parks 
and monuments within each state, illus 
trated with sharp black-and-white pho 
tographs. The United States statistical 
tables provide state areas, population, 
climatic and topographic information, 
name of capital, largest city, state flow 
er, state bird and principal products. 

The very helpful tables of world facts 
and comparisons which appeared in the 
1951 edition have been revised and 
brought up to date, e.g., “Dams of the 
World” includes the Anderson Ranch, 
Idaho dam completed in 1955. Revisions 
have also been made between the 1949 
and 1955 editions in the world climatic 
and economic tables, .e.g., value of the 
Canadian dollar. 

The Index is not as large as that of 
Hammond’s Ambassador World Atlas, 
being only 173 pages against 241 pages 
in that work. It does not include Savan 
nah River Atomic Energy Reservation, 
Yucea Flats, Frenchman Flats, Las 
Vegas Bombing Range or Fort Hood, 
Texas. A city, far from new, which also 
was omitted was Cortina d’Ampezzo, 
Italy. However, the Index did include 
Limestone, Maine, Yampa River, Colo 
rado and Chalk River, Ontario. It ap 
pears that the Cosmopolitan World 
Atlas would not be as satisfactory for 
locating new place names in the United 
States as Hammond’s Ambassador 
World Atlas. 

The Cosmopolitan World Atlas, Cen 
tennial Edition, is a well printed, well 
bound atlas, as were the earlier edi 
tions, and is recommended for pur 
chase. However, there is not sufficient 
difference between this 1955 Centennial 
Edition and the 1951 edition to warrant 
its purchase in a small library which 
already has the 1951 edition. 
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Dictionary of American Maxims. Ed. by 
David Kin, with an Introduction by 
J. Donald Adams. New York, Philo 
sophical Library, [c1955!. 597p. 21.5 
cm. linen $7.50. 

The Dictionary of American Maxims 
is one of the Philosophical Library’s 
“Midcentury Reference Library.” It is 
edited by David Kin, pseudonym of 
David George Plotkin, editor also of 
the 1955 Dictionary of 


American Proverbs, in the same series. 


publ ication, 


According to the publishers, this is a 


“unique collection of great thoughts, 
expressed by the outstanding leaders of 
America from the 17th century to our 
days.” However, no preface or intro 
ductory statement within the work de 
fines its scope and purpose or indicates 
sources consulted in its compilation. 


The philo 


sophical and familiar sayings to popular 


maxims—ranging from 


misquotations and wisecracks—are list 
ed, in no apparent order, under approxi 
mately 1700 subjects from ability to 
Zoroaster in an alphabetical arrange 


These 


of speech, number, and tense, as well as 


ment subjects, varying in part 
in degree of inclusiveness, comprise a 
small number of geographical entries, 
as Massachusetts, Boston, Zanzibar; a 
very few personal names such as Adam, 


Falstaff 


taining names 


and Xerxes (quotations con 
of people usually are en 
tered under another word in the quota 
tion); occupations, as doctors, dentist, 
teaching. Generally, however, they are 
common terms denoting actions, quali 
ties, or things, ranging from the gen 
eral to the specific, e.g., thought, tert 
books, you, vast, buy, bitten, boasting 

The selection of the appropriate sub 
ject heading for each maxim would 
seem to be an arbitrary choice on the 
part of the editor. As no statement of 


editorial policy is included, and as the 


book contains neither cross references 
nor an author or subject index to fa- 
cilitate its use, the user must frequent 
ly try several subject possiblities in an 
attempt to ascertain the heading used 
or to locate a given quotation. 

Some quotations appear under idea; 
others, under a word or words within 
the 
most distinctive or those most obvious 


quotation, not necessarily those 
to the person cqnsulting the book from 
a purely subjective point of view 
“Better a bald head than none at all” 
is the single entry under bald although 
there are four items under head. “An 
artist’s career always begins tomor 
row,” however, appears, not under art, 
but under career next to a single addi 
tional quotation beginning, “Democracy 
”" “We can't 


cross a bridge until we come to it; but 


has its great career 
I always like to lay down a pontoon 
ahead of time” is not under bridge or 
with the three quotations under pre 
paredness, but, rather, by itself under 
cross. 

“Better to lose a 
the advantage of the free press,” 


battle than to lose 
the 
only item under press, is not included 
with the freedom (of the 
press), one of those ten being by the 
“All nature is a vast sym 


ten under 
same author 
bolism; every material fact has sheathed 
within a spiritual truth” can be found 
only under vast. Many such examples 
can be cited 

Easy use of the book is hindered not 
only by the listings under both general 
and specific terms, but also by the in 
clusion of terms to some extent synony 


mous and overlapping. Examples of 
these terms are courage and bravery, 
madness and insanity, New York and 
New Yorkers 

A further inconsistency is the varia‘ 
tion in the number of quotations ap 
the headings. For in 


pearing under 
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stance, in the C section, which covers 
a larger number of pages than any 
other letter of the alphabet, the quo- 
tations under a heading range from one 
to 35, the largest group appearing un- 
der conscience, with character a close 
second; children, civilization, competi- 
and 
courage follow these. Twenty-one sub- 
ject headings are followed by only one 
entry, e.g., cards, classic, corrupt, cyni- 
cism. 


tion, constitution, conversation, 


In a few instances sayings appear un- 
der than subject. “Good 
breeding consists in concealing how 
much we think of ourselves and how 


more one 


little we think of the other person,” un- 
der both breeding and good breeding, 
and “Diligence is the mother of good 
luck,” 


among several examples noted. 


under diligence and luck, are 


Individuals represented here by max- 
ims cover a span of time and a range 
of positions and occupations. A rough 
count of five pages, selected at random, 
shows the names of 5 of the Founding 
Fathers, of 31 men and women of the 
nineteenth century, 13 of them active 
around the end of the century, and of 
18 twentieth century and contemporary 
Americans. These people are predomi- 
nantly literary men and _ statesmen, 
with a sprinkling from a variety of 
fields of endeavor—medicine, theology, 
invention, industry and 
labor, sociology and reform, education, 
art, and the theater. By no means are 
all of them equally well known (three 
were not readily identified), and locat- 
ing a quotation of any specific person 
would be most difficult. 

The physical make-up of the Diction- 
ary of American Maxims is fairly satis- 


science and 


factory. The type face appears small; 
in contrast, the large bold-faced letters 
of the subject headings stand out well. 
The print is clear. The appearance of 


the pages would be improved by more 
white space 
which seem to. run together, and by 
wider inner margins. The black bind- 
ing seems adequate and the back of the 
book is flexible. The paper used is rath- 
er thin so that printing shows through 
the pages. 


between the quotations, 


Inasmuch as the only information in 
the Dictionary of American Maxims re 
garding the source of a maxim consists 
of the author’s name, it will be of far 
less value to librarians than more com 
prehensive reference tools, e.g., Steven 
son’s Home Book of Proverbs, Maxims 
and Familiar Phrases, which contains, 
in addition, exact references with vari- 
ant forms and the historical develop 
ment of the quotations, an index, and 
an indication of the sources used by the 
compiler. 

The Dictionary of American Maxims 
could be used for browsing purposes, as 
a general source for finding popular 
expressions and witticisms about a sub- 
ject, and by the largest libraries aiming 
to obtain every available quotation col- 
lection. However, because it is incon 
sistent in classification, lacks indexes, 
and fails to give bibliographic informa- 
tion and sources, it cannot be regarded 
as a useful, adequate, or authoritative 
reference work. Therefore, it is not 
recommended. 


Dictionary of Early English. By Joseph 
T. Shipley. With a Preface by Mark 
Van Doren. New York, Philosophical 
Library, [{c1955}. 753p. 24cm. 
linen $10... 


xili, 


This dictionary, originally announced 
for publication as Dictionary of Forgot- 
ten Words, is another volume of the 
“Midcentury Reference Library” under 
the general editorship of Dagobert D. 
Runes. Other volumes in the 
edited or compiled by Mr. Shipley are 


series 
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Dictionary of Word Origins, Dictionary 
of World Literature and Encyclopedia 
of Literature. He has also edited the 
collection of essays, Trends in Litera- 
ture, for the same publisher, is com 
piler and translator of Modern French 
Poetry and author of a survey of liter 
ary criticism, Quest for Literature, be 
sides other books and pamphlets in 
the literary field. 

The Introduction states that the dic 
tionary 
likely to be met in literary reading, 
from Chaucer, Spenser, Shakespeare, 


includes: 1) words that are 


the Tudor pamphlets and translations, 
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
2) words that belong to the 
history of early England, describing or 


centuries: 


illuminating social conditions, political 
divisions or distinctions; and all the 
ways of living, of thinking and feeling, 
in earlier times; 3) words that in vari 
ous ways have special interest, as in 
meaning, background, or associated 
folklore, and 4) words that are not in 
the general vocabulary today, but might 
be pleasantly and usefully revived. The 
Introduction further states that the cen 
turies covered are roughly the eighth 
to the eighteenth and that where a 
word’s use was limited, the period is 
usually indicated in the discussion; that 
dates of books quoted are, in some 
cases, approximate; that the purpose is 
to indicate the period during which the 
word was used 

This statement of scope indicates a 
different of the word 


“early” from that generally accepted, 


interpretation 


outlines of the English language usu- 
ally referring to Old English (499-1066) 
and Middle English (to about 1500). But 
with the compiler’s broad interpretation 
of “early” a high degree of selectivity 
must be expected in a dictionary which 
attempts to cover so much ground. One 
must assume that preference is given to 





words that have dropped from general 
use, since this is so stated in the Intro- 
duction and since the title originally 
planned for the volume was Dictionary 
of Forgotten Words. These have been 
drawn from about 50 dictionaries and 
word books, half of which are referred 
to in the Introduction as “Two dozen 
dictionaries and glossaries of cant, slang, 
and specialized vocabularies,” the other 
half including such titles as Bailey's 
Universal Etymological English Diction- 
ary, Oxford English Dictionary, Part- 
ridge’s Dictionary of Slang and Uncon- 
ventional English, and Onions’ Shake- 
speare Glossary. 

Inclusiveness is difficult to determine 
because of the ambiguity of the title. A 
of the letters M-Mal in 
Shipley with the 1911 edition of Onions’ 
Shakespeare Glossary shows that only 


comparison 


4 of Shipley’s 30 entries are included’ 
among the 56 entries in Onions. A com 
parison with Stratmann’s Middle Eng- 
lish Dictionary shows that only 3 of 
Shipley’s 32 entries for the letter K ap 
pear among the 93 entries in Stratmann. 
If this is explained by the editor's 
choice of forgotten words, the explana 
tion will not apply when it is compared 
with the Shorter Oxford English Dic- 
tionary. A check of the letters Ae 
through Ag reveals that only 24 of 
Shipley’s 67 entries are not in Shorter 
Oxford, and that the other 43 are not 
forgotten to the extent of being omitted 
from a standard dictionary. 

It should be noted that occasionally 
the broad period from the beginning to 
the early nineteenth century is extend- 
ed further, e.g., in such entries as Mae 
West, “See nun-buoy. (Not she!)” and 
kaput, “(Current slang from German, 
for defeated, wholly out of it). See 
capot.” However, one may assume that 
the largest percentage of words selected 
were in use before 1800. Random sam 
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pling and comparison with other dic 
tionaries reveals that the volume is not 
exhaustive. 

Arrangement is alphabetical for the 
main body of the dictionary, with two 
short appended lists, also alphabetical, 
of words of Greek and of Latin origin, 
the latter being restricted to words em 
See 


ences are not adequate for variations in 


ploying the prefix “inter.” refer 


spelling; and though + see refer 


ences are given, ther: little consist 
ency in their application 

Information given varies greatly from 
entry to entry. Pronunciation is seldom 
given; etymology is given for about 50 
per cent of the entries; and illustrations 
of use of a word are given more often 
than not, though sometimes the omis 
sion is serious, e.g., agnosy, “Ignorance 


Greek a, not 


gno-, fo know (akin to 


‘Chew upon this’). Agnostic is a 
common word: the 
O.E.D., has the accent on the first syl 
lable os 


know where the compiler found the 


gnaw 


agnosy, not in 
Here it would be important to 


word in print 

Because of the compiler’s use of the 
word “early,” it is difficult to determine 
what is meant by the words in certain 
entries, e.g., campion, “An earlier (lat 
er, a Seotch) form of champion. The 
Late Latin was campionem, a fighter on 
the campus, a field for pugilistic con 
tests—as the campus may still be. See 
champestrial.” Also vague is the entry 
kichine, “An old form of kitchen.” 

Certain words are not treated fully, 
but are discussed from only one point 
of view, e.g., incarnate, This not whol 
was used by 

1599; Titus 
to the 


ly unremembered word 
Shakespeare (Henry V, 
Andronicus) reference 


devil in human shape. He also used, in 


only in 
the same sense, the forms incardinate, 
incarnal, incarnation.” 

Citations are sometimes omitted when 


they might have been included in the 
space used for the compiler’s personal 
eg., bardolf, “One of the 
dishes made when the English joyed to 


comment, 


cook.” This is followed by the recipe, 
concluding with the note, and 
serve hit forthe. And if you do, invite 
me.” More pertinent than the comment 
would be the source of the recipe 

The dictionary, therefore, is not a 
satisfactory source for pronunciation, 
for etymology, for consistent citation to 
sources, or even for establishing inclu 
sive periods during which certain words 
were used. Space which might have 
been used for these essential items has 
sometimes been used by the compiler 
to reflect 


Format is satisfactory 


his own attitudes 
far as clear 
print and good paper are concerned, but 
the binding is not stout enough to stand 
constant use 

Since the title is 
the words are mainly restricted to those 


misleading, since 
which the compiler considers forgotten, 
and since there is no consistency in the 
information given for each entry, the 
Dictionary of Early English is not ree 
ommended for either library or home 


use 


Dictionary of Modern Painting. Pub 
lished under the direction of Fernand 
Hazan. General Editors, Carlton Lake 
and Robert Maillard. New York, Tu 
dor Publishing Co., |n.d.|. 328p. illus 

21.5em. buck 


20 per 


(part col.), ports ram 
$6.50; to schools and libraries, 


cent discount 
Paris comes this small attrac 


Modern Pr 


translated from the original French edi 


From 
tive Dictionary of nting, 
tion (Dictionnaire de la Peinture Mod 


added « 


according to the 


erne) with a few ntries and 


illustrations. Its aim, 


Preface, “is to give a simple and reli 


able account of modern painting from 
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the Impressionists up to our own time.” 
The scope is further defined to mean 
the Impressionists afid the painters who 


followed them, including living painters 
“who had made their mark before the 
outbreak of the Second World War.” 
The book is called a dictionary, but 
are only 250 entries, a great many 
are long articles. Entries vary 


in length from 81% pages for Picasso to 


The 


a considered essay 


editors 


six line Tor 


“Each entry i 


pointillism 
state 
on its subject, a critical and sympathet 
movement 
in question.” Of 166 are 
dual painters, half of them 
Other entries are 


techniques and terms 


ic appraisal of the artist o1 
these entries 
about indiv 


French 


art movement 


definitions of 


celebrated exhibitions and art journals, 
places associated with the artists, dis 
tinguished friends and patrons, art crit 
and academies. Of 


IK vroup schools 


these entries nearly half are concerned 


with the modern art movement in 
This French ma 


undoubtedly the result of the 


France emphasis on 
terial 


book’ 
of its 


French origin and the conviction 
that “the 


modern movements in 


editor: Paris is vital 


centre of most 
art.” 
The 


ers include painters from 18 other coun 


83 articles on non-French paint 


tries. Only four are painters from the 
United States; Mexican, one 
Brazilian and one Uruguayan. The oth 


two are 


er 75 are Europeans. For this reason 
the claim to world-wide coverage seems 
inaccurate 

Comparison of the biographical data 
reliable sources showed the 


The 


recount the main 


with othe 


factual material to be accurate. 


articles on painters 
events in their lives, but are principally 
concerned with descriptions of their 
painting and their development as art 
ists. Appraisals are “critical and sym 


pathetic’ as described in the Preface. 


The editor in chief, Fernand Hazan, 
is identified by the publishers as being 
associated with the Bibliotheque Aldine 
des Arts 
identified. However, of the 25 contribu 


The general editors are not 


tors, 15 found to be art critics; 


three, 
five, authors 


were 
curators of art and 
Most of the contributors 


John Rewald is the only 


museums; 
are French 
one identified as an American. The con 
tributors are listed in the front of the 
volume without identification, and none 
of the 

The illustrations are a major feature 
of the The publisher states that 
there are 270 in full color and 80 in 
black and white. Considering the price 
of the bool the 
although when compared with reproduc 


articles is signed 


hook 


colors are excellent 


tions in works, they 


seen to be 


more expensive 


were lacking somewhat in 


richness and depth. Under each picture 
is the last name of the painter, the title 
in English (rarely 
the date and, in many cases, the present 


Titles of 


generally in 


in French), usually 
location in a gallery and city 
pictures in the (ext are 
of places and 
(eg, “Les 
Saisie,” 
however, 
Titles 
illus 


English, name 
titles difficult to translate 
Demoisefles d’Avignon,” “La 
“Ma Jolie,” “Le Chahut”) 


there are inconsistencies 


except 


many 
English 


occul inn 


which are in under the 


trations may French in the 
text. There are many portraits of art 
ists, either self-portraits or the work of 
other artists 

The Dictionary of Modern 
is like the 
(New York: 
1955) in many ways and invites com 
The in the Die 


tionary are lighter and more attractive 


Painting 
Encyclopedia of Painting 
Crown Publishers, Ince., 


parison. illustrations 
than those in the Encyclopedia, At the 
same time, in only two instances was 
the same picture used in both works. In 
both were printed in 


instances they 
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color in the Dictionary, in black and 
white in the Encyclopedia, There are 
72 entries in the Dictionary not found 
in the Encyclopedia. In a comparison of 
the D sections, 24 pages were devoted 
to the 18 entries in the Dictionary. The 
Encyclopedia devotes 270 lines to these 
18 subjects, or about 22 per cent of the 
space used in the Dictionary. The Dic- 
tionary has 29 illustrations for these 
subjects; the Encyclopedia has eight. 
Thus the Dictionary of Modern Paint 
ing complements the Encyclopedia of 
Painting since it contains different illus 
trations and a more thorough treatment 
of material on modern painting. 

The style is informal, authoritative, 
and exceedingly interesting. The ma- 
terial appears to be up to date. Pro- 
nunciation of names is not given, and 
there are no bibliographical references 
following the articles. There are, how 
ever, numerous references within arti 
cles to important works cn modern art. 
There are almost no cross references 
from main entries. Within an article, 
an (*) may follow a name or term, di 
recting one to the article on that sub- 
ject, or the word vide followed by a 
subject, in parentheses, leads to other 
entries, There is no explanation of sym 
bols or abbreviations. 


The Dictionary is bound in light gray : 


buckram with white letters. It was 
printed in France; the print is small 
but clear, on opaque paper. The page 
has two columns with a heading on 
each page, and each entry is in bold 
faced capitals. 

Because of the excellent illustrations 
and the very readable and authoritative 
articles, the Dictionary of Modern Paint- 
ing is recommended. 


Encyclopedic Dictionary of Real Estate 
Practice. Prepared by the Editorial 
Staff of Prentice-Hall, Inc. New York, 


Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1955. iv, 476p.. 


illus. 23cm. cloth $7.50. 
The 
pedic Dictionary of Real Estate Prac- 
tice to be the first book of its type in 
this field. There are handbooks, com 


publishers claim the Encyclo- 


prehensive manuals, and text books; 
but no title similar to the one under re 
view is known. Although the publishers 
state it has taken nine years to com 
plete, it appears to be current in sub- 
ject matter. 

The arrangement is alphabetical and 
there are many minor headings includ 
ed. The entries seem to cover the field 
and make the Encyclopedic Dictionary 
of Real Estate Practice very useful for 
quick reference. The articles are writ 
ten in a popular style. Many are suffi 
ciently detailed to give practical assist 
ance to the reader, e.g., home selling, 
with for 
home for sale; a checklist of facts brok 
ers should know in selling homes; a 


subheadings advertising a 


‘property brief; letter transmitting prop 
erty brief; architectural style (with 13 
drawings illustrating 
showing prospect a home; arguments 


major styles); 
for home ownership; advantages of old 
house against new; and home guaran 
tee by builder. The longest entries are 
land development and property man- 
agement, each covering approximately 
13 pages. Even the brief articles are 
generally more than a necessary defini 
tion of terms. 

The frequent use of cross references 
throughout :the book is very helpful 
Also, the references are often necessary 
in bringing together all the material 
pertinent to a subject. This is success 
fully done and makes the book doubly 
useful. the 
ences are mentioned in the body of the 


However, because refer 
articles at appropriate points they might 


be missed in a quick search. (Display 
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advertising as a see reference occurs 
three quarters of the way through a 
lengthy article advertising.) Under the 
heading files there are two see also ref- 
erences and An- 
other useful feature is the printing in 
capital letters of any term mentioned 
in an article that has fuller treatment 
as a separate entry. Listings are under 


nine see references. 


the popular term, e.g., Servicemen’s Re- 
adjustment Act of 1944. “See G.I. Bri 
or Rucurs.” However, there are no 
alphabetical entries for other popular 
abbreviations of government agencies 
such as FHA, only an entry under the 
full title. In general, abbreviations are 
not used as entries. 

As a reference book the Encyclopedic 
Dictionary of Real Estate Practice cov- 
ers many subjects not ordinarily thought 
of in terms of its title. There are entries 
for such headings as: statute of limita- 
negotiable instrument; civil 
wrongs; indemnity; life estate; petty 
cash; photo-copy machines. Relatively 
new terms, such as air rights and air- 
plane subdivision are also included. 
Often terms are defined in the limited 
context of real estate only, e.g., appur- 
tenances, “The incidental rights and in- 
terests that attach to and pass with the 
land; for example, Ricutr-or-Way, Ease- 
MENT, barns, and orchards.” 


tions; 


The volume contains frequent refer- 
ences to other literature, in the form of 
footnotes, most of which refer to the 
well-established real estate books is 
sued by Prentice-Hall. 

An example of the practical aspects 
of the work is the inclusion of numer- 
ous illustrations and forms. There is a 
table giving state time limits for the 
statute of limitations; forms for many 
types of letters, contracts, sales, loans, 
etc., and examples of work sheets such 
as the one for employee's individual 
earnings record. 


The general format of the book is 
good, with adequate binding, good pa- 
per and readable type. The style and 
arrangement facilitate use. 

The Encyclopedic Dictionary of Real 
Estate Practice is a practical one-vol- 
ume work which would be very useful 
to anyone in the real estate business. 
It is recommended to libraries as a gen- 
eral reference collection tool and should 
serve as a good title in any real estate 
collection. 


The Home Gardening Encyclopaedia. 
New ed. New York, Philosophical Li- 
brary, Inc., [1955]. 368p. illus. charts. 
tables. 23cm. cloth $6. 


The Home Gardening Encyclopaedia 
is noted as a new edition on the title 
page, but information directly from the 
publisher states that this is the seventh 
edition of a work first published in 
1939. Bibliographic sources would indi- 
cate that this edition as well as all pre- 
vious ones were published in Great 
Britain by Pearson. Philosophical Li 
brary is not listed as having published 
any earlier editions and the only Amer- 
ican release of an earlier edition may 
be a book of the same title, British in 
viewpoint, edited by W. Brett and put 
out by the Chemical Publishing Com- 
pany in 1940. The present edition is 
listed in the Cumulative Book Index as 
having 20 more pages than the sixth, 
printed in 1950. 

The introduction states that the book 
is designed “for the home gardener .. . 
and for the great army of those who 
have turned to gardening for all or part 
of their living. Its aim is to provide a 
useful reference book for those who 
wish to grow flowers, vegetables and 
fruit to perfection. .. .” 

The work contains brief information 
under rather small specific headings. 
The articles are clear and to the point, 
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putting particular emphasis on type of 
soil required and methods of planting 
and propagation. However, a person 
making a living at gardening might 
well need one of the many more com 
prehensive volumes. A comparison of 
this two others, E. L. D. 
Seymour's New Garden Encyclopedia 
Taylor’s The Garden Dic- 
tionary, reveals its 
While the 
had 58 entries from P to Phy, Seymour 
had 177 and Taylor had over 300 (these 


figures in all three cases include cross 


work with 


and Norman 
limited coverage 


work under consideration 


references) 
The 


tion 


Philosophical Library publica 


does overcome partially the dis 
advantage of few entries by having a 
number of charts and tables which cov 


Hedge Plants, Vege 


and Fruit-Pruning. 


er such topics a: 
table Ailments 
The line drawings and halftone illus 
trations on such topics as Hints on Put 
ting Up Rustie Work and Border Man 
agement are good practical aids to the 
beginning gardener, though a few of 
the the 


arrangement of vegetable gardens, are 


them, such as one picturing 


too small for clarity. Pronunciations of 
most botanical or unfamiliar words are 
indicated though some, such as Isolepis, 
Michauxia, and (/nothera, have no pro 
nunciation indicated 

The Home Gardening Encyclopaedia 
lists no editor nor is there any clear 
indication of its British origin, a fact 


before fol 


lowing literally some of its directions. 


which users should know 
The climatic difference between England 
and the United States makes the last 
section, “The Year's Work in the Gar 
den,” of little value here, and through 
out the book, references in articles to 
the time of planting should be used 
with caution. In addition, some varieties 
of flowers, while well adapted to the cli 
mate of England, are not suited to cer 


tain sections of the United States. Va 
listed 
headings such as Roses and Apples are, 


rieties under important plant 
for the most part, European. One nota 
ble exception to this is the list of flow 
ering bulbs, which is excellent. 
Information on vegetable culture and 
techniques for various self-help ideas 
are good and can be used to advantage 
here. Methods of fruit culture described 
are not commonly used in the United 
States 


gardener, this book’s British 


For the experienced American 
slant, giv 
ing some indication of the painstaking 
horticultural techniques of English gar 
deners, might provide a_ stimulating 
supplementary work to study 


The 


betical with many articles 


arrangement is strictly alpha 
limited to a 
dozen lines or less. However, more im 
Fruit 


two 


portant topics, such Cherry 


Lawns, are 
( ‘ros 


names 


Culture, and 


one or 


pages in length references be 


tween common and botanical 
names appear quite frequently though 
some common names mentioned in arti 


“lady’s 
“day lily”) do not appear as 


cles (for example smock” and 
cross ref 
erences in the main alphabet. Each page 


black 


capitals and stand out quite clearly. The 


has two columns, Entries are in 
quality of the paper and binding is fair 
This book has many concise items de 


the essentials of soil 


scribing propa 
and uses of garden plants 
Though 
many of these methods can be profit 
ably used in the United States, The 


Home Gardening Encyclopaedia is rec 


gation, care, 


as practiced in the British Isle: 


ommended only for those libraries 
where the addition of a supplementary 
book with emphasis on British practice 


is desired 


Masterplots: | 1010! Plots in Story Form 
from the World’s Fine Literature. Ed. 
by Frank N. Magill. Story ed., Day 
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ton Kohler. 4v. New York, Salem 
Press, Inc. First Series, 2v., [c1949, 
1954, 1955 |: Second Series, 2v., [c1952, 
1953, 1954, 1955|. 23.5cm. cloth $20; 
to schools and libraries $14. 


This is 
lished in excellent format. The first two 


a ready-reference work pub 


volumes comprise the First Series and 
are a single alphabetical unit including 
510 plots 


umes 


Similarly, the last two vol 
comprise the Second Series in 
cluding 500 plots, thus making a total 


of 1010 plots in the set of 4 volumes. 


The First Series appeared in 1949; it 


was later published also under the title 
Masterpieces of World Literature in 
Digest Form, and in 1953 the Book-of 
the-Month Club distributed it as a divi 
dend under that title. The Second Series 
comprises two supplements which were 
first published as individual alphabeti 
1952 and 1953. In 1954 the 
two supplements were combined into a 
alphabet to Second 
and the two series were pub 


cal units in 
single form the 
Series, 
lished in a ten-volume edition for re 
stricted distribution under the title 
Masterpieces of World Literature. The 
present four-volume edition was first 
published in 1954. Each series is com 
plete with its own title and author in 
dexes, and may be obtained separately. 
Annual 
first, Masterplots Annual Review for 
1954, covering books published in 1954, 
was published in 1955 

The Preface states that the work is 


primarily 


supplements are planned; the 


designed for reference, for 
the maximum. information in the quick 
est time. It is intended for the busy 
person who wishes to study action, 
characterization and plot development 
There 
reader will be stimulated to read the 
original to get the substance of the 


literary work 


is un expressed hope that the 


The plot-stories represent literature 
through the ages from the legendary 
beginnings of Western civilization, and 
include literature of the Orient in addi 
tion to that of the Western world. The 
Preface of the First 
that were 
they are representative of the times and 


Series indicates 


titles in it chosen because 
places from which they sprang and have 
influenced our culture. In the selection 
of titles, the editor 


of English at Il 


consulted teachers 
ading universities and 
A staff of 25 English Faculty 
associates was chosen, after more than 
100) personal 


the actual preparation of the First Se 


colleges 


Interviews, to assist in 


ries. The names of the staff members 
are not given 

The Second Series includes titles 
which had been left out of the First Se 
ries in order to limit it to 510 title: 
More than a third of the entries in the 
Second Series are twentieth century 


titles. As 


“Summarics 


indicated in the’ Preface, 
of. 682 novels, 215 dramas, 
113 poems and miscellaneous categories 
"In the See 

from the 


appear in the entire series 


ond Series, emphasis is away 
novel to the older literary forms, e.g., 
drama. According to the Preface, “Many 
authors represented in the original se 
included in the Second 
than half of the 


later se 


ries also 
Series, though 
total number of authors in thi 


to Mastereitots. 289 au 


are 
more 
ries are new 
thors are represented in the First Se 

ries; 325 authors have titles appearing 
in the Second Series. 103 of this num-- 
ber also appear in the First Series, 222 
appear only in the Second Series, Thus, 
a total of 511 different authors are rep 
resented in the complete collection, 
thirty-one of whorn are winners of the 


Nobel 


Bernard Shaw is among the authors not 


Prize in Literature.” George 


represented in either series. 


According to the Prefaces, stories 
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average 1200 to 1500 words though some 
reach a length of 2500 words. They are 
skillfully and interestingly written, and 
are arranged alphabetically by title, two 
columns per page. Information under 
each title includes in outline form the 
type of work, name of author and date 
of birth and death, type of plot, time of 
plot, locale, date of first publication or 
presentation, names of principal char- 
acters and their relationships. Follow 
ing this is a separate paragraph of cri- 
tique, and then the plot-story. The lat- 
ter is uniformly excellent, portraying 
the plot accurately and having the good 
quality of conveying the flavor of the 
original work. The quality of the cri- 
tiques varies. There is a title index at 
the beginning of each series and an au- 
thor index at the end. 

Masterplots is the most recent pub- 
lication among similar works such as 
Keller's Reader’s Digest of Books and 
Haydn and Fuller, Thesaurus of Book 
Digests, and so includes some more re- 
cent works in addition to the older per- 
manent literary works. Keller and 
Haydn are comprehensive in 
scope, containing many more works of 
science, philosophy and history. Sum- 
maries are longest in Masterplots, most 
concise in Haydn. No part of the origi- 
work is quoted in Masterplots, 
whereas there are frequent quotations 
in Keller and a very few in Haydn. 
Each of the three works has an index 
of authors, but only Haydn has a char 
acter index. Haydn and Keller occasion 
ally give a brief critique, sometimes 
only one sentence, in the body of the 
digest. 

As a ready-reference work primarily 
in the field of the representative novel, 
drama, and poetry, Masterplots serves 
well as a supplement to either or both 
Haydn and Keller. The plot-stories ac- 
curately and pleasingly portray the orig- 


more 


nal 


inal literary works, and the facility 
with which information is presented is 
a strong feature. Masterplots is recom- 
mended for college and public libraries 
and for personal libraries. 


The Oxford Companion to Music. Self- 
indexed and with a Pronouncing 
Glossary and over 1100 Portraits and 
Pictures. By Percy A. Scholes. 9th 
ed., completely revised and reset and 
with many additions to text and illus- 
trations. London, New York, Oxford 
University Press, 1955. lx, 1195p. illus 
ports. facsims. music. 25cm. buckram 


$19. 


This well-known music encyclopedia, 
first published in 1938, and reviewed in 
the April 1939 issue of the Subscription 
Books Bulletin, has since then appeared 
in eight British editions plus two Amer- 
ican editions. In each of them some 
changes, corrections, and additions have 
been made in the text, and Appendices 
I and II added. In the ninth edition, as 
stated in the Preface, “All the material 
of these Appendices is now, of course, 
dispersed into its proper alphabetical 
positions throughout the volume (mak- 
ing reference a great deal more com- 
fortable) and a considerable mass of 
completely new material has likewise 
been incorporated.” 

The general plan of the Companion 
has remained constant; therefore state- 
ments made by its author in the Preface 
to the first edition apply as well to the 
scope of the ninth. The author states, 
“A wide range of readers has through- 
out been kept in mind. The experi 
enced and well-instructed professional 
musician the 
gramophonist, or the radio-listener . . . 
the author has tried to produce a series 
of articles which shall be at once exact 
and accurate and yet within the under- 
standing of the attentive and _ intelli- 


concert-goer, the 
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gent general reader.” For the most part 
he has been eminently successful in 
realizing his intention. 

The wide range of musical subjects 
covered in the Companion can best be 
appreciated by examining “A Reader’s 
Synopsis of the Contents,” an intro- 
ductory section which brings together 
under 19 general headings the subjects 
covered by specific articles. The Com- 
panion includes also many definitions 
of musical terms and over 1500 bio- 
graphical sketches. There has been no 
attempt to include consistently the bi- 
ographies of performers although indi- 
viduals who are also composers or who 
are treated prominently in the articles 
Singing, Violin Family, and the like do 
receive biographical notice. Kreisler, 
Caruso and Paderewski, for example, 
are included but not Heifetz, Gieseking 
and many other famous names. 

The work is printed with text in 
double columns. The articles are ar- 
ranged in alphabetical order (letter by 
letter rather than word’ by word, e.g., 
Musica Transalpina followed by Music 
Booths) under subject, name of indi- 
vidual, name of composition, form, mu- 
sical term or other appropriate heading. 
The work is self-indexing, with an ade. 
quate use of cross references for per- 
sons or subjects treated only in general 
articles or under different names or 
headings, e.g., Nijinsky, “See Ballet 5, 
9”; Common Flute, “See Recorder Fam- 
ily 2”; and Signalhorn, “See Bugle.” 
However, one does not always find an 
expected cross reference. There is no 
reference from South America or Mex- 
ico to Latin America, Composers of, 
which lists the expected composers and 
refers to their individual biographies. 

Although few entirely new articles 
are found in the ninth edition, with the 
exception of added biographies, there 
is one important additional entry Dic- 


te 


tionaries of Music. At the end of the 
synopsis of the contents of the volume, 
reference is made to this article for 
“The chief Books of Reference on al- 
most all these subjects.” The listing of 
titles in the article is preceded by a 
short historical essay on music diction 
The list is classified under 15 
headings, and, as Mr. Scholes states, 
“An attempt has been made to make it 
complete as to pioneer works in each 
category and thereafter to list the his- 
torically most important works and 
those that will today be found to be the 
most practically useful. .. .” The list is 
up to date, including the fifth edition of 
Grove’s Dictionary of Music and Musi- 
cians, 1954, and Die Musik in Geschichte 
und Gegenwart, the great German work 


aries. 


now in progress. Where other diction 
aries or bibliographies exist, Mr. Scholes 
notes the fact in a descriptive para- 
graph. There are otherwise few biblio- 
graphic references included in the work. 
In _ historical as United 
States of America one encounters in the 
text such references as “(all the figures 
just given are extracted from an arti- 
cle by Henry J. Harris in the Musical 
Quarterly for April 1915),” but there 
are no bibliographies listed for the indi 
vidual articles. 

The original edition of The Oxford 
Companion to Music was criticised for 
its lack of up-to-date material on con 


articles such 


temporary music, and from our stand 

point, its inadequate treatment of Amer 

ican composers. The eighth edition is 
little better in these respects in spite of 
the 1950 publication date. But the ninth 
edition shows an extensive revision of 
this period of music. Note-Row (“Tone-° 
Row” in American terminology) has 
been added as a separate article. The 
heading Rag Time and Jazz (including 
Swing Music, ete.) has been replaced 
by Jazz, Ragtime, Swing Music, Boogie- 
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Woogie and Bebop, etc. and the article 
has been largely rewritten. In the list 
of operas written in the twentieth cen 
tury, there are about 330 named in this 
edition, while approximately half that 
the eighth 
edition, This chronological list, A Sur- 
vey of Historical First Performances, 


number were included in 


appears as section 24 of the article on 
opera, and includes such recent operas 
as Menotti’s Amahl and the Night Visi- 
tors, Britten’s Billy Budd and his Glori 
ana 

In the American 
(United States of America) the list of 


composers born since 1900, eight in the 


article on music 


eighth edition, is increased in number 
to 42 in this edition. Some of the biog 
raphies which appeared in the eighth 
edition have been rewritten and ex 
panded: Aaron Copland from ten lines 
to 5%, Morton Gould from four to 15 
lines. A few of the names which appear 
first Dello 


Joio, David Diamond, William Bergsma, 


for the time are Norman 


Lukas Foss and Peter Mennin. 
The 


composers of other countries included 


number of twentieth century 
in the Companion has also been in 
creased, although only in English music 
to the same extent—from 14 names in 
the eighth edition to 44 in the present 
work. Biographical sketches do not con 
sistently list compositions. Sections cov 
ering twentieth century music in the 
historical articles on the music of indi 
vidual countries have, for the most part, 
received some revision. 

The ninth edition of the Companion 
is more fully illustrated than was the 
previous edition. Although it contains 
only four more plates than were listed 
in the eighth, this new edition has 
dropped a number of the older illustra 
tions and shows a subject grouping of 
the illustrations retained; e.g., an illus 
tration of the balalaika, which in the 


_ part of the group “Instruments 


eighth edition was included with por 
now is 
Archa- 
There 


185 plates, each containing several sepa 


traits of Bairstow and Balfe, 


ic, Exotic, or Uncommon.” are 
rate pictures, often as many as nine, 
which depict musical instruments, fac- 
similes of scores, portraits, and the like. 
“List of Plates,” 
ing the contents of each plate, at the 


There is a enumerat- 
beginning of the work. Cross references 
refer from plates to articles and from 
articles to plates. 

One of the most attractive features of 
this new edition is the series of plates 
the 
general articles on music in the various 
There 
American composers, 44 of them of con 
and 12 of 


twentieth 


which illustrate, with portraits, 


countries. are 59 portraits of 


temporary musicians com 


posers born in the century 
Composers of other countries are cov 
ered in as up-to-date and, for the most 
part, as complete a manner. The repro 
ductions are clear and are apparently 
made from late photographs, or, in some 
sketches. 


The format of this work is pleasing, 


cases, 


and the print, although small, seems 
easier to read, and the paper is of bet 
ter quality than in the eighth edition 
The Oxford Companion to Music cov 
ers with accuracy a wide range of music 
subjects in a concise and readable man 
ner. There are many features included 
in this work which are not readily 
found in like compendiums. However, 
the frequent failure to list a composer's 
works ‘and the lack of such information 
as biographies of major performers and 
bibliographies, except for an occasional 
reference and the article Dictionaries 
of Music, make this Companion most 
useful for a library or student if it is 
supplemented by other music encyclo 
pedias. The the 
dust jacket, “If there can be only one 


recommendation on 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 








JuLy 1956 49 





book on music on one’s shelves, then 
The Oxford Companion to Music must 
be that one” should be followed only 
with full knowledge of the omissions. 
The Oxford Companion to Music is 
recommended for all types of libraries 
and for the home. 


Rand McNally Premier World Atlas. 
Centennial Edition. New York, Rand 
McNally & Co., [c1955]. xvi, 130, 


173p. 37cm. cloth $9.95; to schools 20 
per cent discount; to libraries 20-30 


per cent discount; cash 2 per cent 


10 days 

This atlas is a revision of one origi- 
nally published in 1952. Since then, ac- 
cording to the publisher, “annual re 
prints with corrections on all maps” 
have been issued. Introductory pages 
of the Centennial Edition consist of ex- 
planations of symbols and abbrevia 
tions maps 
showing twentieth century changes in 
Europe and Asia. The first 117 pages 
contain the maps arranged in the fol 
lowing order: The World and Special 
Regions, Eurasia, Africa, Australia and 
Oceania, South America, North Amer 
ica. These are followed by a physical 
map of the world, a map showing the 
languages of the world, another, the re- 
ligions of the world, and a number of 
tables of world facts, world citi s, prin- 
cipal lakes and mountains, as well as 
United States information tables. The 
Index consists of 173 pages; it is in this 


and a series of historical 


part that most of the revision has taken 
place 

Attractive colors have been used for 
the maps, with political divisions, i.e., 
countries and states, outlined in darker 
For states oi the United States, 
county boundaries are clearly marked 


shades 
in black. In all maps very small places 
are shown. Railroads are printed in red; 
for those of the United States abbre 


viated forms of their names are given. 
No highways are indicated. In most 
maps the print is easily read; occasion 
ally, however, the hachuring is so dark 
that the print is less legible than it 
should be. At the bottom of each map 
are given: 
some form of conic), scale, miles per 


type of projection (usually 


inch, and a bar scale indicating distance 
in statute miles and in kilometers. In 
the upper outside corner of each map 
page is an inset map which “shows the 
map on that page in relation to sur 


What 


calls “detailed inset maps of important 


rounding areas.” the publisher 
metropolitan areas” are shown on very 
many maps. However, because of their 
size the value of these maps is doubt 
ful; towns of the surrounding area not 
to be found on the main map are in 
cluded, but the maps of the cities them 
selves are too small for any actual use 

The Index, 
than half the number of pages in the 
than 78,000 en 
which include all the important 


which consists of more 
atlas, contains “more 
tries” 
names that are to be found on the maps 
It includes also some names omitted 
from the maps because of scale size or 
lack of space. The index references to 
these are marked with an asterisk. The 
entries are arranged alphabetically let 
ter by letter. Political names are set in 
Roman type; the names of physical fea 
lakes, 


tains, in italic type 


tures, e.g., rivers, islands, moun 
“County and state 
locations are given for all places in the 


United States 


are 


Province and country 
locations for all 
Canada. All other place name entries 


show only country locations.” Political 


given places $n 


divisions are followed by’ a descriptive 
term, such as “region,” “prov.,” “dept.,”’ 
indicating political status. 

For population the latest available 
census figures are cited. In the case of 


some cities, population of the entire 
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metropolitan area is indicated. This is 
done jor New York, Berlin, Calcutta, 
etc., but not for Chicago, Minneapolis- 
St. Paul, Cairo, Hong Kong, and others. 
The estimated population of cities of 
the United States is not given in the 
Index, but is to be found in the table 
U. S. Metropolitan Areas of 100,000 or 
More which immediately precedes the 
Index 

It is difficult to determine how much 
correction of the maps has been done 
for this edition. On the map for Indo- 
Thailand Malaya certain 
changes are apparent; boundaries be- 
tween the states of Laos, Cambodia, 
and Vietnam are marked, and the terms 
North Vietnam and South Vietnam are 
added; the word “French” no longer 
appears for Indochina. On the map for 
Korea a line separating North Korea 
from South Korea is to be seen in the 
new atlas, not in the original one. An- 
other map on which some changes in 
names have been made is that of Pales- 
tine and Related Lands. In one corner 
of each map of this atlas the term “Cos- 
is to be seen; one may as 


china, and 


mo Series” 
sume that these maps (as well as the 
index to them) are from plates pre- 
pared for the Rand McNally Cosmopoli- 
tan World Atlas. In the other lower cor- 
ner a code number, such as 6R53, 6R54, 
1R55, 2R55, appears; the publisher in- 
dicates that these reference numbers 
are used in connection with revisions 
on the maps. In both editions almost all 
the maps are political in nature; in 
neither is a great deal of miscellaneous 
information supplied. 

Revision of population figures in the 
Centennial Edition is to be noticed. For 
population figures of great 
metropolitan centers of the world have 
been brought up to date. This is true 
also of figures for the populations of 
the continents. Thirty-eight pages have 


instance, 


been added to the Index, an increase of 
approximately 22 per cent. Almost all 
of these new entries are names of phys- 
ical features. 

This atlas may be compared with 
Hammond’s Ambassador Atlas, which 
contains maps of about the same size 
and which likewise is recent, having 
been published in 1954. It should be 
understood, however, that the price of 
the Ambassador Atlas is $12.50, while 
that of the Rand McNally Premier 
World Atlas, Centennial Edition is $9.95. 
The former contains 416 pages, the lat- 
ter 303 pages. The former contains in 
addition to political maps, many physi- 
cal maps, maps of highways, airways, 
bus lines; the latter consists almost ex- 
clusively of political maps. The Index 
in the Ambassador Atlas is 242 pages in 
length with “over 100,000 entries”; the 
names are arranged alphabetically word 
by word; considerable gazetteer informa- 
tion about cities is supplied; city street 
maps four inches by seven inches in 
size are included. The 173-page Index 
of the Centennial Edition of the Rand 
McNally Premier World Atlas, with 
“more than 78,000 entries,” arranged 
letter by letter, contains neither gazet- 
teer information nor city maps. (The 
city maps in this atlas are the small in- 
sets in state or country maps men- 
tioned above). Tables of Social and Eco- 
nomic Data of the World, with headings 
Political Division, Government, Mone- 
tary Unit, Language, Religion, and Ma- 
jor Products appear in the Ambassador 
Atlas. The Premier World Atlas pro- 
vides a table of World Facts and Com- 
parisons which includes Movements, 
Measurements, Inhabitants, Surface, 
and Extremes of Temperature and Rain- 
fall of the Earth; the Continents; Ap- 
proximate Population of the World, 
1650-1950; Great Metropolitan Centers; 
Great Oceans and Seas. The last tables 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 








Jury 1956 51 





in this atlas are concerned with the 
United States, giving geographical facts, 
census figures, general information, and 
a climatic and economic table, as well 
as a list of United States metropolitan 
areas. 

The Premier World Atlas, Centennial 
Edition, is attractive in format, is bound 
in red cloth “approaching buckram” 
with gold lettering, and is well printed 
on good paper. 

Because not many changes except the 
additional entries in the Index are ap- 
parent in the Centennial Edition, a li- 
brary having the first edition probably 
does not need the revision. However, 
because of its fine appearance, its ac- 
curacy, its up to-dateness, its compre- 
of world political 
maps, and its convenient size, the Rand 
McNally Premier World Atlas, Centen- 
nial Edition, is recommended for home 
purchase and all libraries. 


hensive inclusion 


The Stamp Collector’s Encyclopaedia. 
Compiled by R. J. Sutton. New York, 
Philosophical Library, [1955]. 350p. 
illus. map. 2lem. linen $6 net. 


The Stamp Collector’s Encyclopaedia, 
not previously reviewed in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, was first pub- 
lished in 1951. The compiler consulted 
“Every available stamp catalogue, the 
many excellent stamp journals and nu- 
merous works by philatelic writers... .” 
A second edition followed in 1952. The 
work was published in 1955 in Great 
Britain by Hutchinson as well as in the 
present Philosophical Library edition 
which is termed the fourth. 

More than 3000 entries, alphabetical- 
ly arranged, include interpretations of 
philatelic phraseology, meanings of 
overprints and abbreviated notes, a 
glossary, brief gazetteer of stamp-issu- 
ing countries and authorities through- 
out the world, coinages, populations, 


and translations of many foreign 
phrases and words that appear as in- 
scriptions on stamps. Sutton includes 
philatelic information and terms not 
found in a general dictionary; many en- 
tries give general as well as philatelic 
information. The main body of the 
work has been revised and expanded 
from 259 pages in the 1952 edition to 
323 pages in the present work. 

Descriptions and explanations of 
terms vary in length from one word to 
one page (for a very few of the long 
est articles), with an average of 12 en- 
tires to the page. One or more very 
good stamp illustrations appear every 
few pages, on or near the same pages 
as the explanations or descriptions of 
the stamps. Each new letter of the al- 
phabet begins on a new page; each term 
is indented and printed in bold-faced 
type. 

The work seems to fulfill its promise 
of an up-to-date reference source for 
explanations and definitions of abbre- 
viations, and sources’ of 
stamps, not available elsewhere. It is 
popular in tone, with clear and concise 
treatment of philatelic terms used 
throughout the world. 

The four appendices give useful in- 
formation for the philatelist: 1. Per 
foration gauge; 2. Brief glossary of for- 
eign words; 3. Stamp recognition: 123 
illustrations of stamps with recogni- 
tion explanation; 4. Stamp currency 
guide with the stamp-issuing authority, 
basic unit of currency, and approximate 
valuation in 1953 pounds sterling and 
United States currency. Appendices III 
and IV have been added since the sec 
ond edition. 

A comparison with Konwiser, The 
American Stamp Collector’s Dictionary 
(New York: Tudor, 1949) shows that 
Konwiser has longer entries with more 
detailed than Sutton but 


imprints, 


information 
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that Sutton has more entries., Sutton 
has more information on places and 
countries. The two books supplement 
each other 

There is no ready comparison with 
stamp catalogues such as Scott’s Stand- 
ard Postage Stamp Catalogue, or with 
other collector’s publications 
such as Thorp’s The Coryplete Guide to 
Stamp Collecting, Ellis’ Stamps for Fun 
and Profit, and Reinfeld’s Commemora- 
tive Stamps of the U. S. The stamp cat 
alogue has one purpose, the books show- 


stamp 


ing how to start a collection another 
purpose, and The Stamp Collector’s En- 
cyclopaedia a third purpose: to “eluci 
date the idiom of the hobby.” Sutton 
supplements the other books, and can 
prove useful to the established collec 
tor as well as to the beginner. 

Because of its alphabetical arrange 
ment, no indexes or other means of ap 
proach to the material are used or need 
ed. There are see references to aid in 
the location of articles, such as “Sage” 
Keytype: “See ‘Peach and Commerce.’ ” 

The binding is adequate. The opaque 
paper has a smooth English finish, and 
the type is easily read. Illustrations are 
black-and-white halftones excellently 
reproduced. 

The Stamp Collector's Encyclopaedia 
is a supplement to other publications in 
the philatelic world. The paper, bind 
ing, print, and format are attractive, no 
doubt contributing to the rather high 
price. The volume is useful for quick 
reference, and is recommended for all 


libraries and philatelists. 


The Universal World Reference Ency- 
clopedia: An Authoritative Compila 
tion of Knowledge. Editor-in-Chief, 
Mary Frances McKenna. 15v. Chi 
cago, Consolidated Book Publishers, 
1955 {c1942-1955 by Book Production 

Inc.|. illus. col. 


Industries, ports. 


plates. maps. 25.5cm. cloth $99.50; 20 
per cent discount to schools and li- 
braries. 

This encyclopedia appears to have a 
long history under various names. On 
the verso of the title page it is stated 
that some of the material was 
copyrighted formerly as The Standard 


basic 


American Encyclopedia. A review of 


that work with Dr. Walter Miller as 
editor-in-chief, appeared in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin in January 


1938. It was also reviewed in October 
1941. 

In July 1946, the set was reviewed 
under the present title, Universal World 
Reference Encyclopedia, with the in 
formation that the book was previously 
published under the name of Interna 
tional’s World Reference Encyclopedia. 
A set of the 1946 edition was not avail 
able for comparison 

The 1955 edition lists as editor in 
chief, Mary Francés McKenna, A.B.; 
as former editor in chief, Walter Mil 
ler, professor emeritus of classical lan 
guages and archaeology, University of 
Missouri; and as former assistant edi 
tor, Frank Justus Miller, formerly pro 
fessor and dean in the Colleges of Arts 
and Literature, University of Chicago. 
Walter Miller died in 1949 and Frank 
Miller in 1938. No further biographical 
on Miss McKenna was 


of 32 associate editors, 


information 
found. A list 
artists, and consultants including six 
Canadian consulting editors is given. 
The purpose of the work as explained 
in a preface is “to be useful to the 
whole family, at school or at home.” 
The editors that they have 
taken the reading interests and abili 


indicate 


ties of the whole family into considera 
tion. They say that the direct, simple 
approach is best “Where 
words fail to make points clear, the edi- 


and state, 
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tors have taken advantage of the power 
of illustrations to explain... .” 

Except for a good outward appear- 
ance, the over-all impression of the for- 
mat is poor. The two-columned pages 
are unnumbered. Headings in _ bold- 
faced type head each column, and a 
letter by letter alphabetical arrange- 
ment is followed. The _ illustrations, 
though profuse, are poorly reproduced 
photographs for the most part and com 
pare unfavorably with illustrations in 
the other standard encyclopedias. The 
color illustrations vary in quality, rang- 
ing from extremely pale tones to harsh 
reproductions of paintings. This fea- 
ture is most unfortunate as the illus- 
trations are well chosen and, better re- 
produced, could easily have been the 
best feature of the set. 

The charts mentioned in the Fore- 
word are clear, but one questions the 
value of a chart listing calories appear- 
ing with the article Nutrition when 
there is no cross reference from Calorie. 

The articles range in length from two 
or three lines to several pages. There 
are many cross references both as en- 
tries and from articles. There are a few 
bibliographies, and most biographies of 
authors give a more or less complete 
list of works. There is no index volume 
naturally since there is no page num 
bering. 

Geographical entries are inadequate 
and compare in no way with the more 
thorough treatment given in other well- 
known encyclopedias. Population fig 
ures for the United States are from the 
1950 census although for other coun 
tries they are late estimated figures, 
as in the case of Thailand, 1954; Po 
land, 1955; the Netherlands, 1951; Italy, 
1951. The Hammond maps, inserted be 
tween “Addison” articles, are too small 
to be of great use. Although they are 
undated, the map of Asia shows Indo 


china without the “French” label, and 
Indonesia without any reference to the 
Dutch. 

The article on New York City states 
that the Aquarium is in Battery Park, 
although it was moved from there in 
1941. The article on Indianapolis men 
tions the layout of the city, one or two 
buildings, has a vague statement con 
cerning the Speedway, and gives a few 
dates connected with the early history. 
However, this superficial treatment of 
cities in the United States does not ex 
tend to the entries for countries. The 
article on Germany appears to have 
been written recently and_ includes 
mention of the admission of the coun 
try into NATO. The article on England 
gives the history of the country to the 
Act of Union in 1707 and refers the 
reader to the article on Great Britain. 
Scotland is given similar treatment. 

A spot check of subjects of current 
interest showed a cursory treatment of 
the United Nations; a short entry Infan- 
tile Paralysis mentions the introduc- 
tion of polio vaccine (there is a see 
reference from Poliomyelitis); the arti 
cle Israel must be supplemented by the 
one Palestine and mentions no events 
after 1950, nor persons connected with 
the formation of the new state. The arti 
cle Negro has a brief reference to the 
Supreme Court decision of 1954 on 
segregation. The article Photography is 
non-technical, easily read and under 
stood; Wireless Telegraphy is also ele 
mentary and easily understood. All ar 
ticles are unsigned. 

The last volume contains a feature 
of the previous edition, “Do You Know,” 
an unclassified list of questions with 
references to the articles containing the 
answers. The volume number, and page 
number of course, are not given. The 
dictionary section, an earlier feature, 
has been omitted although there are 
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many word definitions throughout the 
set. One criticism of the 1946 edition, 
the practice of starting a volume in the 
middle of an article or a word, has been 
corrected, aithough the labeling on the 
backs of volumes still overlaps to some 
extent, for example, v.8 Leaf to Mone; 
v.9 Mone to Pays; v.13 Text to Vand; 
v.14 Vand to Weav. 

The set is bound in red special lacroid 
with gold lettering and has attractive 
colored illustrations on the front cov- 
ers. The offset paper is bulky. There 
are numerous instances of blurred and 
unevenly inked print. The illustrations, 
both black-and-white and color, are off- 
set. The margins and inner gutter are 
narrow, making rebinding nearly im- 
possible. 

While the editors have achieved their 
purpose of making a direct simple ap- 
proach to all subjects, the work is not 
an authoritative and complete encyclo- 
pedia. While the set presents an out- 
wardly attractive appearance, the poor 
make-up and bad printing offset a good 
first impression. Because of these points 
the Universal World Reference Ency- 
clopedia is not recommended for library 
or home purchase. 


World Scope Encyclopedia, Unabridged: 
A Treasury of Information on the Sci 
ences, the Arts, Literature, and Gen 
eral Knowledge. 12v. New York, The 
Universal Guild, Inc., 1955. [c1945- 
1952 by Universal Educational Guild, 
Inc.; ©1953-1955 by The Universal 
Guild, Inc.|. illus. pl. ports. maps. 
tables. 24.5cm. cloth $69.90. 


Earlier editions of the World Scope 
Encyclopedia were reviewed in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin in October 
1947 and in October 1948. The publish 
ers, in material accompanying the re- 
view set of this encyclopedia, state that 
the 1948 edition of the World Scope 


Encyclopedia was the first edition in its 
present form, that the 1955 edition is 
the thirteenth, and that the process of 
revision has been constant. Earlier edi- 
tions were based on the Progressive 
Reference Library, reviewed in Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin in April 1932. 

The publishers state that the World 
Scope is designed “for the intelligent 
high-school student and ‘non-academic’ 
adult . . . intended as a ‘family set’ for 
general information.” 

The editor in chief is Williarn H. 
Hendelson. Volume 1 contains a list 
of 255 Editors, Contributors and Con- 
sultants, Sources of Information, and 
Correspondents, among which are well 
known names from various fields. There 
is no way of knowing just which per- 
sons in this list were contributors as the 
articles are unsigned. Of those names 
listed and checked in biographical dic 
tionaries, however, it was found that 


some are no longer holding the posi- 


tions assigned to them in the text. For 
example, Earl Frederick Adams is list- 
ed as Executive Director, Protestant 
Council of New York although he left 
that position in 1948. A. B. Butts is still 
listed as Chancellor, University of Mis- 
sissippi; since 1946 he has been technical 
civilian educational advisor, Adjutant 
General Office, United States Army. 
This list is followed by two pages on 
How to Use the World Scope Encyclo- 
pedia, and a third page containing a 
Key to Pronunciation. 

Articles are arranged in one alphabet, 
letter by letter, with the text in. double 
columns on unnumbered pages. There 
are running heads. The set contains no 
index. 

Many of the entries are contained in 
less than 20 lines. There are longer ar 
ticles treating broad subjects, for in 
stance, a ten-page article Air Warfare 
and an article Drama of six pages. Be- 
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cause of the popular style of writing, 
this set would appeal to those for whom 
the publishers intended it, the high- 
school student and non-academic adult. 
Each article includes the quick refer- 
ence material most likely to be wanted 
but for any extended coverage of the 
subject the reader must go on to other 
encyclopedias. Pronunciation is given. 
There are no bibliographies. 

The number of subjects covered in 
selected sections was compared with 
the number in two other encyclopedias, 
the Columbia Encyclopedia, 1950, and 
The World Book Encyclopedia, 1955. 
The Columbia has a much larger num- 
ber of entries and more cross references 
than the World Scope; The World Book 
has slightly more entries, which include 
more cross references, than the World 
Scope. The articles in the Columbia 
Encyclopedia are consistently shorter 
than those in the other two, but the 
articles in World Scope are usually 
much shorter than those in the World 
Book. For instance, the entry under 
Architecture in the World Scope is 19 
columns long, as compared with 27 col- 
umns in the World Book, and under 
Army, 12 columns in World Scope and 
30 columns in the World Book. 

The subject matter covers the general 
fields indicated on the title page, but 
there is a strong emphasis on biography, 
both historical and contemporary, and 
on geographical material. In sample 
sections examined, it was found that 
about one third of the entries were bio- 
graphical entries, and over 18 per cent 
were place names, making over one 
half the entries of people or of places. 
A count of the same sections of the 
World Book showed 37.3 per cent of 
the entries to be of people or places. Of 
the biographical entries, about one 
third of these were of persons whose 
life spans extended into the twentieth 


century, e.g., Arthur Capper, Paul 
Robeson, and Carlos Romulo. 

The publishers claim that the process 
of revision of the World Scope Encyclo- 
pedia has been constant. Those entries 
which deal with events seem to have re- 
ceived the greatest attention in revision. 
Death dates of 1954 seem consistently 
listed, e.g., the November death of 
Vishinsky. The outlawing of racial seg- 
regation by the Supreme Court in 1954 
also was noted. However, examination 
of the set reveals that revision is spot- 
ty. The biography of Katherine Cornell, 
for instance, shows nothing after 1942. 
Some of the articles in which the pas- 
sage of time, rather than events, makes 
the change need also to be rewritten. 
For example, the Portland Society of 
Natural History structure is no longer 
considered one of Portland's principal 
buildings although it is so listed in the 
article Portland (Maine). 

Population figures for the United 
States are from the 1950 Census. Fig- 
ures for 55 cities were checked and 
errors were found in eight cases. Dates 
are not consistently given for foreign 
population figures; in most cases fig- 
ures do not vary seriously from those 
in other sources. 

Some other inaccuracies were noted. 
For example: Boston is listed as ninth 
largest city of the United States where- 
as it ranks tenth. 

Throughout the World Scope more 
cross references would be useful. There 
are such see also references as those 
fram Transportation and Motor to Au- 
tomobile and see references from Eng- 
lish Literature and English Language 
to England. There are see also and q.v. 
references within articles. However, 
there is, for example, a section on Latin- 
American literature under American 
Literature but no entry or cross refer- 
ence under Latin-American literature. 
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An article Nofretete is included but 
there is no reference to it from the 
more commonly used Nefertiti. The ar- 
ticle Duhamel, Georges notes that this 
is the pseudonym of Denis Thévenin, 
but there is no reference from the lat- 
ter. 

Most of the longer articles have well- 
chosen black-and-white _ illustrations 
(such as Drama with eight illustrations, 
Ship with eight illustrations, and Lum- 
ber with four illustrations) which add 
to the value of the articles. In a count 
of 100 pages there were 78 such illus- 
trations. These include photographs, 
drawings, graphs, and maps. There are 
many portraits of persons accompany- 
ing individual biographies. It seems 
unnecessary, however, to duplicate por- 
traits of Pearl Buck, Henry Wadsworth 
Longfeliow, and others with pictures 
both in the articles on them and in 
American Literature. In the cases of 
Eugene O'Neill and Edna St. Vincent 
Millay the same picture is used in both 
instances. Because the illustrations are 
not indexed, some of their value is lost. 
Botticelli’s “Birth of Venus,” for ex- 
ample, appears under the entry Aphro- 
dite, and pictures of the Greek Tem- 
ples at Paestum and of the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa are under Italy. For the 
most part the illustrations are clear and 
well reproduced. 

There are color plates in each volume 
but they do not always appear near 
articles to which they pertain. For in- 


stance, color plates ef American cos- 
tumes appear betwew.. «"ysium and 
Elzevir in volume 4. The entry under 
Dress refers the reader to volume 4 for 
plates, but no more definite location is 
given. 

The illustrations have been kept gen- 
erally up to date; for example, there 
are pictures of Lever House, New York, 
1951 under Architecture, a stage setting 
from Death of a Salesman by Arthur 
Miller under Drama, and the first atom- 
ic shell being fired in May 1953 under 
Military Progress. 

There is a section of 64 Hammond 
maps in color at the end of volume 12. 
These maps are small but clear. There 
is no index to them. 

The paper is strong and has a non- 
glare quality. The type is clear and 
easy to read. The volumes are durably 
bound in red cloth with leather-like 
graining. i 

Because the scope is restricted, with 
more than half the entries given over 
to names of people and places, and be- 
cause the information under most en- 
tries is limited, and there are still lapses 
in accuracy and up-to-dateness, the 
World Scope Encyclopedia is not recom 
mended for library use. For homes 
where the budget will not permit an 
encyclopedia with more thorough and 
extensive treatment of each subject, it 
might be considered but only with full 
awareness of its inadequacies. 





-——— 
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